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ince we released What Works:

Research About Teaching and

Learning in March 1986, the
Department of Education has been
deluged with requests for the booklet.
We have distributed more than half
a million copies to parents and chil-
dren, teachers and principals, scholars
and policy-makers.

Editorials praising the book’s clarity,
good sense, and usefulness have
appeared in newspapers from The
Christian Science Monitor to the New
York Post. Teachers have told us that
it should be studied by every present
and future member of their profession.

Unlike most education research—
and many government reports—What
Works was addressed to the American
people. It provides accurate and
actionable information about what
works in the education of our chil-
dren, and it does so in a form that is
accessible to all of us—parents and
taxpayers, teachers and legislators,
newspaper reporters and their
readers, school principals and school
board members.

The original What Works contained
41 findings from some of the best
research about what works when it
comes to educating a child. This
updated edition contains an additional
18 findings. The information in this
booklet is a distillation of a large
body of scholarly research in the field
of education.

The American people have responded
favorably. An Ohio mother wrote:

“My daughter is only 16 months old,
but I feel your booklet has already
given me ideas to help her learn more.
I will be sure to read it again when
she enters school”

The Chicago Board of Education,
spurred by the What Works finding

documenting the benefit of home-
work, has promulgated a policy requir-
ing that all students be assigned
homework every night.

Principals are using What Works
for staff development, professors for
courses they teach. The booklet has
been reprinted from Juneau, Alaska,

" to Albany, New York, by boards and

departments of education, school dis-
tricts and professional associations.
The superintendent of schools in

St. Paul, Minnesota, gave every one
of his professional employees a com-
plete copy of What Works. The
University of Texas used it to create a
home learning guide for parents in
both English and Spanish. The
National Association of Secondary
School Principals and the National
School Boards Association also
reproduced copies.

The Appalachia Educational Labo-
ratory in Charleston, West Virginia,
developed a workshop to train school
personnel to use What Works with
administrators, teachers and parents.
As a result, one elementary principal
has begun sending home to parents
written notices featuring a different
finding from the booklet each week.
Several teachers in the area have
started inviting small groups of par-
ents to the school for regular meet-
ings to discuss some of the findings.

What Works was even used as a
Christmas stocking stuffer! A fifth-
grader from Kenmore, New York,
wrote: “I would like a What Works
book. I would give it to my mom and
dad for Christmas. Probably after
they were through with it I would read
it. I'm sure it would be a good book”

Clearly, the American people know
a good thing when they see it, and
we're heartened by that. But even






