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INTRODUCTION

The basic idea for Standard Test Lessons in Reading was proposed many
years ago by Professor William A. McCall, a pioneer in the development of
widely used measurement technigues. While administering reading tests as
part of a research program in New York City, Professor McCall of Teachers
College, Columbia University, observed that testing had a tremendous ca-
pacity to increase student motivation. Even reluctant readers appeared to
enjoy reading test selections and completing the questions.

Thus the idea for McCall-Crabbs was born. Why not design a series of
instructional materials based on an actual reading test format? These short
test lessons could become an integral part of any reading program, both as a
supplement to other activities and as a monitor of reading progress. Most
importantly, a well-balanced instructional program that included these test
lessons might actually help students want to improve their reading ability!

For over fifty years tens of millions of students have proved that the
test lesson format works. McCall-Crabbs has been adopted by school districts
all over the United States and Canada and has been used to monitor the im-
provement of reading skills throughout the school year. Reading growth is a
complex and long-term goal, and McCall-Crabbs provides highly motivating
“feedback’ that can help sustain progress toward longer-range goals.

This completely revised fourth edition of McCall-Crabbs continues the
tradition of helping students grow in reading skills. The McCall-Crabbs for-
mat is carefully designed for easy classroom use, and it remains unigue in the
entire instructional materials marketplace.



DESCRIPTION OF THE SERIES

Each lesson consists of a passage to be read silently by a student,
followed by eight multiple-choice questions about the passage. Regardless of
whether the student is instructed to mark in the book itself or on a separate
answer sheet, the circle preceding the answer chosen, @ @ or @ ¥
should be filled in with standard pencil. If grade score norms, G scores, are
to be used, each lesson should be timed at three minutes. The usefulness of
the test lessons will naturally depend on the care with which they are admin-
istered. Before vou administer any lesson, please study carefully the direc-
tions given on page 6,

The McCall-Crabbs series consists of six reading levels. For example,
Book A is designed for grade 3, and so on as illustrated below:
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Mote that while Book A is intended for average third graders, it may also be
appropriate for advanced second graders or remedial fourth graders. In some
cases, the appropriate grade level can best be determined after administering
sample lessons from more than one book,

This new fourth edition retains the essence of the popular McCall-Crabbs
format while adding many new improvements:

® Each book contains 60 three-minute reading exercises, each of which
contains eight multiple-choice questions.

® There are six books in the McCall-Crabbs series. Book A is based on
a grade 3 reading level, and each succeeding book covers one higher
reading level, with Book F spanning grade 8 through high school.
These grade level designations are estimates for average readers.
Ideally, more than one McCall-Crabbs level may be used in any class-
room to match the individual capabilities of different students. The
McCall-Crabbs format allows for considerable individualization
across different reading levels.






