Introduction

heritage of Charlotte Mason, an English educator

(and a Christian) who died in 1920. The connection

between Miss Mason’s work and Books Children Love
is discussed below. It seems fitting, however, to acknowledge her
at the outset of this Introduction.

Books Ch ¢ Love was written for parents, teachers and
others concerned with the whole- -person needs of children. It is a
response to a felt need among Christian people for a resource that
would provide information on a broad range of reading matter,
making use of the many fine secular books available, along with
well-written Christian titles.

To fulfill this purpose, hundreds of books are listed (cach one
of which I read in its entirety) from more than two dozen subject
arcas, with comments on each book designed to give readers a
clear idea of'its tone and content. What is more important, how-
ever, than the fact that this is an extensive, diversified list is the
basis on which the books were selected (to be discussed later in
detail) and the background of how the book came to be written at
all.

Books Children Love w as w ritten in connection with an overall
educational philosophy being developed by Susan Schaeffer Ma-
caulay and her husband Ranald Macaulay. (Susan is the daughter
of Edith Schaeffer and the late Dr. Francis Schaeffer, founders of

[’Abri Fellowship and internationally known writers. Ranald is

I n a very real sense this book is a part of the ongoing
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